
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCDOT TPD NEWS 

“Connecting people, products 

and places safely and 

efficiently with customer 

focus, accountability and 

environmental sensitivity to 

enhance the economy and 

vitality of North Carolina....” 

- NCDOT Mission Statement 

TPD Statewide Initiatives 
Below is a list of current initiatives being undertaken by NCDOT. 

Delineation of Urbanized Areas 
The US Office of Management and Budget issued a Federal Register Notice 

on February 19th with proposed changes to the criteria for Urban Area 

(UZAs). The comment period will be open until May 20th.  

 

As part of the decennial updates to MPO boundaries, regulations say that 

all areas designated a UZA by the census must be included within an MPO 

boundary.  Additionally, the boundary covers area anticipated to be urban 

in 20 years. It is unproductive to speculate what changes this means for 

FBRMPO & LOSRPO. Each census there is usually a surprise or two, like 

Transylvania County in 2010, so take this time to understand why changes 

are coming and to comment on the proposed process.  

 

The Federal Register notice is available at 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/02/19/2021-

03412/urban-areas-for-the-2020-census-proposed-criteria 

It provides a description of the changes from the final criteria used for the 

2010 Census, including: 

•Adoption of a housing unit density threshold for qualification of census blocks, 

•Qualify urban areas based on a minimum threshold of 4,000 housing units or 

10,000 persons instead of a minimum threshold of 2,500 persons, 

•Cease distinguishing different types of urban areas, 

•Maximum distances of jumps, 

•No longer include the low density hop or jump “corridor” in the urban area, 

•No longer include low-density territory located within indentations formed 

during the urban area delineation process, and 

•Splitting of large agglomerations of densely settled territory. 

Traffic Count Database System 
2020 was disruptive to NCDOT’s normal traffic data collection efforts, so 

we have spent this time improving our database system. The new system 

will make available to the public much of the data that previously has 

cumbersome request processes. This includes continuous, and vehicle 

class data, raw data growth factored data, and time of day factors. The 

database will have search, map, and compare functionality for the public. 

As well as report creation tools for those looking for a quick handout. The 

new website is expected to go live in August 2021. 
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Safety News 
Severe Weather 

March 7-13, 2021 is Severe 
Weather Preparedness Week in 
North Carolina. The National 
Weather Service and the North 
Carolina Department of Public 
Safety are working to bring 
severe weather awareness to 
the citizens of NC. 

-Know your Risk 

-Prepare and Take Action 

-Be an Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I never learned from a man who 
agreed with me.’  

–Robert A. Heinlein 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Line Infrastructure Assistance Program Grants 

The Rail Division has opened an opportunity to receive grant applications from North Carolina’s short line railroads 

for projects under the Short Line Infrastructure Assistance Program. The matching grants will be awarded as part of 

the N.C. Department of Transportation’s Freight Rail and Rail Crossing Safety Improvement program (FRRCSI). Short 
line grants under FRRCSI provide up to fifty percent of the project cost and are matched by equal or greater 
funding from the applicant. The deadline for returning completed project applications is 5 p.m., March 26 
through NCDOT’s Partner Connect site. 

NCDOT Overall News 
NCDOT Conducts First Bridge Inspection Using Drones 

NCDOT has another new tool to help make our roadways safer – drones. Recently, the Marc Basnight 

Bridge over Oregon Inlet became the first bridge in the state where a drone was used as part of the 

structure’s biennial inspection. 

 

Using drones to help conduct bridge inspections means they can be completed faster than a traditional 

visual inspection, saving money, and reduce the need for lane closures. While drones will not replace a 

traditional visual inspection in most instances, they will be used to supplement traditional inspections and 

add great benefit by being able to inspect areas of the bridge that are difficult to reach during a 

traditional inspection. 

 

New Tool Available to Prevent Deaths on Train Tracks 

A state railroad safety study could save lives by giving officials a better tool to prevent people from 

getting hit by trains. The four-year study used thermal cameras to develop an understanding of the extent 

of pedestrian trespassing on North Carolina’s rail network. In our state, 22 people were killed while 

trespassing on railroad tracks in 2019 and the number of trespasser deaths has remained steady from 

year to year. The data will be used to further the NCDOT Rail Division’s efforts in education, supporting 

enforcement and providing engineering solutions that will help improve safety along the state’s rail 

corridors.  

 

End of Year Cash Report 
NCDOT Cash Watch Number Report for March 5, 2021 reached $1,358,330,433 in Unreserved Cash 

roughly split 55/45 between the Highway Fund and the Highway Trust Fund.  
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Highway Construction Trade Academies  
NCDOT’s Office of Civil Rights has started sponsoring new Highway Construction 

Trade Academies statewide. Plans call for five more HCTAs in Wilmington, Robeson 

County, the Triad, Asheville, and Morganton. Each will be eight-week programs. 

 

“Our goal is to target women, minorities, and other disadvantaged populations, 

including veterans, the disabled, and residents of our poorer Tier 1 counties where 

there’s a need for such training and jobs,” said Vanessa Powell, who administers the 

program. “The course combines a mixture of safe classroom, virtual, hands-on and 

work-based learning formats.” The class includes basic construction math, written 

and interpersonal skills, the OSHA-10 certification, and other more advanced skills 

such as flagger certification. Enrollees will also receive supportive services such as 

needed emergency short-term housing, daycare, and transportation assistance.  

 

It is projected that a workforce shortage of 60 percent over the next decade across 

North Carolina, partly due to retirements of an aging industry labor force. 


